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UNCLAS ASUNCION 0163 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, ELAB, PA 

SUB J : PARAGUAYAN UNION ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF ARRESTED CHRISTIAN 
TRADE UNIONISTS 

REF: ASUNCION 126; ASUNCION 113 

1 . ASUNCION PRESS OF JANUARY 12 CARRIED THE TEXT OF A LETTER 
FROM THE BANK WORKERS FEDERATION ON THE DETAINED WORKERS, AS 
WELL AS A REPLY FROM THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND LABOR TO THE 
CPT LETTER PUBLISHED ON JANUARY 10 (ASUNCION 113). 

2. THE BANK WORKERS FEDERATION LETTER STRESSED THE SITUATION 
OF THEIR MEMBER, QUIRINO HERMOSA. POINTING OUT THAT THE HAD 
BEEN RELEASED AND THEN RE-ARRESTED. IT NOTED THAT THE ACTS 
HE WAS ACCUSED OF WERE NOT OF SUCH GRAVITY AS TO REQUIRE 
IMPRISONMENT FOR MORE THAN A MONTH WITHOUT A HEARING. THE 
LETTER REFERRED TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE NEED FOR ALL INSTITU- 
TIONS TO UPHOLD THE LIBERTIES OF MAN. 
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3. THE LETTER FROM THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND LABOR, IN 
RESPONSE TO THE CPT LETTER, STATED THAT THE WORKERS HAD 
BEEN DETINED ON THE SUPPOSITION THAT THEY HAD VIOLATED 
LAW 209 (OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER), AND THE CASE 
HAD BEEN TURNED OVER TO THE COURTS WHICH WOULD FOLLOW 
THEIR USUAL PROCEDURE. THE MINISTER POINTED OUT THAT 
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THERE HAD NEVER BEEN ANY GOVERNMENT ACTIONS AGAINST LICIT UNION 

ACTIVITIES. IN FACT, THE GOVERNMENT HAD STRONGLY 

SUPPORTED THE NORMAL EVOLUTION OF UNION ACTIVITIES. HE 

ALSO POINTED OUT THAT HIS MINISTRY HAD RECEIVED NO 

PETITIONS FROM ANY LOCAL INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONS ON 

THE SITUATION OF THE PRISONERS. 

4. THE GRAPHIC ARTS UNION, WHICH ALSO HAD A MEMBER IN 
JAIL, DOES NOT PLAN TO SEND A LETTER IN SUPPORT OF THE 
ARRESTED UNIONISTS. 

WHITE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, PRISONERS, LABOR UNIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ASUNCI00163 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780022-0156 
Format: TEL 
From: ASUNCION 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 63/aaaacbhk.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: aba863e3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 ASUNCION 126, 78 ASUNCION 113 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 feb 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3775063 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PARAGUAYAN UNION ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF ARRESTED CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONISTS 
TAGS: SHUM, ELAB, PA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/aba863e3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



